THE GOD OF AMERICAN EVANGELICALISM

Klemet  Preus
Before we can ask who is the god of American Evangelicalism we first have to ask who is God. Thankfully any seven year old Christian knows who God is. God is Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Jesus is God. That's who God is.

The doctrine of the Trinity was articulated primarily as the church came to understand the two nature doctrine of Christ. How could Jesus be a man who lived, breathed, ate, slept, wept, suffered and died at a certain place and time and also be the eternal God by whom all things were made? What was the relationship between these two natures? If Jesus of Nazareth is the eternal God and we know that the Father is God, then how do we still claim to be monotheists? So Athanasius and the entire Nicene tradition recognized that the Father is God and the Son is God. Yet the Father is not the Son and the Son is not the Father. Yet there is one God. So the doctrine of plurality of persons in the unity of the Godhead was articulated largely in response to denials of the deity of Christ or assertions that there was no distinction between the persons. The Holy Spirit as the third person of the Holy Trinity was relatively easy to confess once the church had learned to confess the unique relationship between Father and Son. As Gordon dark says, "To complete a treatise on the Trinity it is necessary to make some mention of the Holy Spirit. But such a mention is much like an anti-climactic postscript.. ..the basic and difficult Trinitarian problems are solved if the relation between the Father and Son is determined."1

So who is God? Who is Jesus? The Christian church answers these questions unequivocally:

"There is one divine essence, which is called and which is God, eternal, incorporeal, indivisible, of infinite power, wisdom, and goodness, the maker and preserver of all things visible and invisible. Yet there are three persons of the same essence and power, who are also coeternal: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.2
"The Son of God took on man's nature in the womb of the blessed virgin Mary. So there are two natures, divine and human inseparably conjoined in the unity of his person, one Christ, true God and true man."3
As the Christian church has attempted to confess to a pluralistic world both the nature of God and his disposition to us in His Son, she typically speaks two fundamental and mysterious articles of the faith: God is Triune and God is incarnate in Christ.4

_____________________________________

1 Gordon Clark The Trinity (The Trinity Foundation, Jefferson, Maryland 1985) 131. "The AD 381 edition of the Nicene Creed added some emphasis on the personality of the third person, which the earlier edition lacked....Nevertheless the theology of the Holy Spirit was in principle fixed by the doctrine of the Deity of Christ." Ibid.

2 AC I, The Book of Concord Ed. Theodore Tappert (Fortress, Philadelphia) 27-28

3 AC II (Tappert 30)

4 See Anthony Steinbronn, Worldviews: A Christian Response to Religious Pluralism (Concordia, St. Louis 2007) 36-40.

THE OFFICIAL POSITION OF EVANGELICALISM
American Evangelicalism stands in the tradition of Reformed theology which has always confessed a faith both in the Holy Trinity and in the deity of Christ. So, for example, the statement of faith for Campus Crusade for Christ, an evangelistic organization generally considered to be representative of American Evangelicalism, says:

1. There is one true God, eternally existing in three persons — Father, Son, and Holy Spirit — each of whom possesses equally all the attributes of Deity and the characteristics of personality.

2. Jesus Christ is God, the living Word, who became flesh through His miraculous conception by the Holy Spirit and His virgin birth. Hence, He is perfect Deity and true humanity united in one person forever.5
Or consider the statement of Intervarsity, an Evangelical organization for college students:

We believe in:
The only true God, the almighty Creator of all things, existing eternally in three persons-Father, Son, and Holy Spirit-full of love and glory.

Jesus Christ, fully human and fully divine, who lived as a perfect example,

who assumed the judgment due sinners by dying in our place, and who was bodily raised from the dead and ascended as Savior and Lord. 6
Rick Warren, pastor of one of the largest Evangelical churches in America and rising star among influential churchmen of our day, concurs:

ABOUT GOD
God is the creator and ruler of the universe. He has eternally existed in three persons - the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. These three are co-equal and are one God.

ABOUT JESUS CHRIST
Jesus Christ is the Son of God. He is co-equal with the Father.7
Even Joel Osteen confesses the Trinity.

______________________________________________
5 www.ccci.org/about-us/ministry-profile/statement-of-faith.aspx

6 www.intervarsity.org/aboutus/doctrine.php

7 www.saddleback.com/aboutsaddleback/whatwebelieve/index.html
WE BELIEVE... in one God who exists in three distinct persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. We believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God who came to this earth as Savior of the world.8
These sound like The Augsburg Confession at least as far as they go. Certainly no Christian could fault these expressions of the faith from Evangelical leaders.

THE CENTRAL TEACHING
In historic Christianity, at least as expressed by the Augsburg Confession, there is bond between the central article of the faith and these fundamental truths about who God is. In Article II of the Augsburg Confession concerning Christ, cited above, the Augsburg Confession goes on to say:

"So there are two natures in one person .. .who was born of the virgin Mary, truly suffered, was crucified, dead, and buried, that he might reconcile the Father to us and be a sacrifice not only for original guilt but also for all actual sins of men. He also descended into hell, and on the third day truly rose again. Afterword he ascended into heaven to sit on the right hand of the Father, forever reign and have dominion over all creatures, and sanctify those who believe in him by sending the Holy Spirit into their hearts to rule, comfort and quicken them and defend them against the devil and the power of sin. The same Christ will openly come again to judge the living and the dead, etc. according to the Apostles' Creed." 9
Notice that this short statement not only invokes the ancient creed thus connecting the confessors with the church catholic but it also mentions all three person of the Holy Trinity in the article on Christ. So while it is true that all theology is Christology, as someone once said, it is also true that all Christology is Trinitarian. The same Trinitarian emphasis is also apparent in Articles IV and V where the Christian Church confesses that Christ's righteousness is imputed to us by God through faith and that the "Holy Spirit works faith" through the gospel and sacraments which "teach(es) that we have a gracious God." Again, the three persons of the Trinity are mentioned in these central articles of the Augsburg confession. So our understanding of Christ and his salvation will always entail also a confession in the two nature doctrine as well as the Trinity.

The central teaching of a given church body will always affect the rest of its body of confession. So, the central teaching of American Evangelicalism, unlike true Biblical and historic Christianity as expressed in the Augsburg Confession, tends to undermine the movement's otherwise fine statements of the Trinity and the two natures.

What is this central teaching?
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8 www.joelosteen.com/About%20Us/WhatWeBelieve/Pages/WhatWeBelieve.aspx 9AC III (Tappert 31)
American Evangelicalism traces its roots back to Calvinism. That doctrine which is central to Calvin is the belief that God is Sovereign. The "sovereignty of God" so dominates Calvin's teaching that it skews his understanding of salvation. Consequently he postulates a "double predestination" which holds that God from eternity through a sovereign decree elected certain people to go to heaven and certain people to go to hell. Further, to Calvin Jesus was sent to redeem only those whom God had chosen to go to heaven. No sense spilling precious blood on those who were not gong to end up in heaven anyhow. Additionally, the gospel was powerful only for those whom God had predetermined would be saved. No sense wasting evangelical power on those who are destined to go to hell.

This doctrine, which Calvin himself recognized was horrible, had a couple of consequences as it seeped into the subconscious of Reformed thinking. First you couldn't look to the work of Christ for your assurance of salvation since you could never be certain that this work was intended for you. Second you could not look to the gospel and sacraments for your certainty since you couldn't know that these were efficacious and applicable to you. So, within Reformed Calvinistic thinking there is a tendency to seek assurance in what theologians called, "The inner testimony of the Holy Spirit." The challenge of this spiritual quest was that it is very difficult to distinguish between the psychological activities of your heart and the spiritual activities of the same. The result is that over the years, especially as Protestantism reached the American shores, the primary need of the Christian came to be the emotional or psychological evidences of the presence of God within the heart of the Christian.

From its beginnings, then, the key and central teaching of American Evangelicalism is the idea that grace is something which must be felt and experienced in order for us to be certain of it. Among the Evangelicals there is an "emphasis on the necessity of a crisis-like conversion experience." 10  Evangelicalism is an expression of Reformed theology in which "revivals marked the beginning of the attempt to build a new Christian community united by intense feeling.”11 Consequently, both the services and the preaching of American Evangelicalism have taken on idiosyncrasies which are foreign to historic Christian doctrine and practice. "Evangelical ministers broke with the established pattern of learned sermons and began to preach in ways designed to bring hearers to a point of crisis, at which they despaired over their sinfulness and experienced the love of God in an immediate way." 12  C. Peter Wagner, dean of Fuller Theological Seminary's church growth efforts, believes that the ideal sermon "is not intellectual, but emotional; it is not rational, but experiential; it is not exegetical, but allegorical; it is not doctrinal, but practical; it is not directed as much to the head as the heart," the effect being "not that you learn more, but rather that you feel better." 13

______________________________________________
10 Paul K. Conkin, The Uneasy Center: Reformed Christianity in Antebellum America (Chapel Hill:

University of North Carolina Press 1995) p. 65. See also Martin Marty, Pilgrims in Their Own Land, (Boston: Little, Brown and Company 1984) p. 470. 473.
11 George Marsden. Fundamentalism and American Culture. The shaping of Twentieth Century Evangelicalism 1870-1925 (New York: Oxford University Press, 1980) p. 45.

12 D. G. Hart, That Old-Time Religion in Modem America: Evangelical Protestantism in the Twentieth Century (Chicago: Ivan R. Dee, 2002) p. 7.
13 Peter Wagner, Look out the Pentecostals are Coming (Carol Stream II: Creation House, 1973) 118
As noted, the seeds of this aberration were present in John Calvin himself. He said:

So long as we are without Christ and separated from him, nothing which he suffered and died for the salvation of the human race is of the least benefit to us. And, although it is true that we obtain faith, yet, as we see that all do not indiscriminately embrace the offer of Christ which is made by the gospel, the very nature of the case teaches us to ascend higher, and to inquire into the secret power of the Spirit, through which we enjoy Christ and all his blessings. 14
So there is a cleavage between the Gospel and the work of the Spirit which permeates every expression of Reformed Theology, a cleavage breached by Calvin's "secret power of the Spirit."

The emphasis on experience necessarily resulted in a de-emphasis or disparagement of the word and Sacrament as well as the forms of traditional Christianity which teach, promote or carry the word and Sacrament. American Evangelicalism is a movement where "forms and doctrines of the faith (are) secondary to real faith and obedience, and where denominational differences were simply petty quarrels among defensive clerics."15  George Barna, prolific church pollster and analyst, summarizes this central teaching when he analyzes the importance of the Worship Service and preaching in "bringing people to Christ." He warns that "half of all regular church-going adults admit that they have not experienced God's presence at any time during the past year." 16 This lack, it is claimed, can be remedied when people are "moved physically, emotionally or intellectually by the worship experience and when they encounter God and have an undeniable sense of his presence." 17 So what can a church do to make sure that the Worship Services effectively moves people to encounter God? Bama answers this question. "The people who attend a worship service should be ushered into His presence through an intentional effort to make God's presence palpable." 18 Others boldly asserted that "God does not work by truth. The increase of Doctrine or speculative knowledge, be it ever so great, hath no tendency to regenerate a person." 19 It's not enough to know about God or even to know God in Evangelicalism. You had to have an experience of God.

Over the years, many in mainline churches especially Lutheran churches expressed alarm with American Evangelicalism. It "undermined the importance of creedal subscription,
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14 John Calvin, The Institutes of the Christian Religion. Translated by Hemy Beveridge (Grand Rapids:

WM. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1975).

15 D. G. Hart, The Lost Soul of American Protestantism. (Lanham, MD Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc.2002)14.

16 George Bama, The Habits of Highly Effective Churches (Ventura CA: Regal Books, 1999) p. 83.

17 Ibid. 87-88.

18 Ibid. p. 87.

19 Nathan Strong, Sermons on Various Subjects (1798) 167. Sited by David Kling, A Field of Divine Wonders: The New Divinity and Village Revivals in Northwestern Connecticut 17792-1822 (The Pennsylvania State University Press, University Park Pennsylvania, 1993) 97
ordination and liturgical order... [and] spoke a different idiom, one that was individualistic, experiential and perfectionistic, [perfectionism is the false doctrine that a Christian can achieve a type of moral perfection in this life] as opposed to the corporate, doctrinal and liturgical." 20 The clash between Historic Christian churches and American Evangelicalism was inevitable as "traditionalist Protestants resisted" it because it "blurred denominational distinctives" and expected a "generic" type of Christianity. 21
Lutherans, with their stress on the pure doctrine, the external word, the Sacraments, Creeds, the catholicity of their expression, the liturgy, and the historic accoutrements of the faith do not find themselves at home in American Evangelical circles.

This brief presentation cannot analyze every nuance of every permutation of American Evangelicalism to ascertain when and if the historic confession of the church is devalued. But two specific tendencies of Evangelicalism's central teaching bode ominously for the consistent confession by Evangelicalism of the historic Christian faith both in the Triune God and in the two nature doctrine. These tendencies, practically, are the artistic depictions of Christ in American Evangelicalism and the worship "style" of Evangelicalism. We shall see that these practices betray a departure from the church's historic understanding of God.

CHRIST
First is the tendency among Evangelicals to view Jesus not primarily as the incarnation of God in history, but as the one who is in a relationship with me. This tendency is quite predictable given Calvin's need for "the inner testimony of the Spirit." The historic Jesus communicated by the word has been replaced by the Jesus I feel.

Historically, the tendency of Christian painters and sculptors to depict the historical Jesus is a very good and biblical thing. God had said, "Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven images." It's like the good Lord had in mind that He would come to this earth as a particular man at a particular time who would do specific things capable of artistic representation. So until He became flesh and dwelt among us it was best not to try to depict him. Then God effected his own incarnation and the story to go with it. Jesus is the Icon of God as Paul says (Colossian 1:15). Now God's people have all sorts of fodder for artistic expression. Until Jesus came God's people weren't allowed any Icons - no graven images. Upon the coming of Jesus there is no need for additional icons. Nor is there really any need to embellish the existing icon - our Lord Jesus Christ. We have a story to depict.

An historical event is capable of analysis, evaluation and artistic depiction. These will attempt to give insight into the event. So Jesus is "Publicly portrayed as crucified" (Galatians 3:1) through the depiction of his death by countless crucifixes which adorn the chancels and Naves of Christian churches. If you walk into my house you will see a crucifix. You will also see a picture of Jesus in the front of the boat calming the seas. It's
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20 Hart, 21
21 Hart, p. xxiv.
based on a bible story which happened in history. During the Christmas season you will see a creche which depicts the historical account of Luke 2 and painfully blends it with Matthew 2. But at least the historical accuracy or inaccuracy can be argued. If you come into my office can see a copy of Da Vinci's Last Supper. It's a picture of something that has happened. I could go on with talk about artistic depictions of Jesus holding the little children in his arms, Jesus riding into Jerusalem on a donkey, Jesus talking to the two disciples on the road to Emmaus and countless other stories of the Bible.

But in American Evangelicalism the incarnation and work of Christ are replaced with a "relationship." A relationship has replaced a story. No longer is the historical Jesus described, depicted and proclaimed primarily. No longer do we know Him through His Word, His washing. His body and His blood. Instead it is the personal relationship which is described depicted and proclaimed. The experience dominates the doctrine.22

The questions and answers of Christology and salvation are changed in this system. No longer do we ask what Christ has done for us in time and how this affects our relationship with God. Now we ask the nature of my relationship. No longer do we trust the means of grace as those vehicles by which Christ is known. Now we look to the relationship for insight into the meaning of grace. The Jesus People had it right:

Watch out for the law pushers. They'll lay a heavy rap on you about how you got to follow rules in order to keep up your relationship with Jesus. Following a set of rules doesn't make us the Father's children. It's digging on the relationship with him. Trust Jesus, not what you can do." 23
These throw-back lines may seem quaint until we realize that "Nondenominational mega-churches may be the most important instructional legacy of the Jesus movement." 24
But how do you depict artistically a personal relationship with Jesus? He ends up looking an awful lot like, well, like me. It's as Stephen Prothero has averred: "Rather than making America more Christian, the Jesus People, the mega churches, and the CCM industry [three dominant representatives of American Evangelicalism] have tried to make Christianity more American. They have molded Jesus to the world instead of molding the
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22 "One reason traditional Lutherans are reluctant to give witness to their faith is that the communication modeled for us is mostly doctrinal preaching supported with Bible passages. Carefully formulated doctrine is a great strength of Lutheranism. But this specialized language is more suited to professionals and often leaves lay people uncertain about whether they are ' saying it right.'... An alternative used by many other Christians over the centuries is experiential language - expressing faith in terms of personal experience. Such language has phrases like: This is what God did in my life. Here is how I found new peace in the Lord. I found new meaning in the Gospel when... When I am getting to know individual Lutherans better, I have found it productive to inquire about when they felt closest to God or what they remember as a mountain-top spiritual experience, or when their faith means the most to them." David Luecke, Apostolic Stvle and Lutheran Substance (Lima, Ohio: Fairway Press, 1999) p. 92-93.

23 Stephen Prothero, American Jesus: How the Son of God Became a National Icon (Farrar, Straus, Giroux New York, 2003) 128.

24 Ibid. 147
world to Jesus." 25 In fact Evangelicalism has actually gone one step further. Jesus ends up looking just like the world.

What kind of Jesus does the world want? If you want to have a relationship with a really manly guy then you can think of Jesus that way. Consider the theopathy of Billy Sunday, fiery evangelist of the early 20th century. He deplored the "offhanded, flabby-cheeked, brittle-boned, weak-kneed, thin-skinned, pliable, plastic, spineless, effeminate, sissified, three carets Christianity" of his day. To remedy this girly boy spirituality he proposed a redeemer who was "the manliest man," "the greatest scrapper that ever lived," and certainly "no dough-faced, lick spittle proposition." His anti-propositional bias is what others referred to as "a vigorous, robust, muscular Christianity.. .devoid of all the et cetera of creed." 26 When the creeds no longer bind you Jesus can be a boxer, a football player or any other beer drinking galoot.

He can be a revolutionary, a businessman, a party animal who is given to raucous laughter, or he can be a friend. And there is something disconcerting about Jesus as my friend. At first it may seem benign but it always seems to turn him into something which is either silly or a bit helpless. Maybe he is the guy reminding you of his care or waiting for you to make it to heaven. Maybe he is a smoking buddy singing "One toke over the line sweet Jesus," or maybe he is the guy who will help America win our wars.

Perhaps you want Jesus to be your boyfriend; I mean a really intimate boyfriend, the kind your mother would not want you to have in reality. The Vineyard, a collection of Evangelical congregations who trace their beginnings to the Jesus movement of the seventies, makes this possible at least according to a news release of about three years ago.

ANAHEIM — The latest Vineyard Music worship CD, "Intimacy, vol. 2," has raced to the top of the Christian sales charts, but Wal-Mart is refusing to stock the album without slapping on a parental warning sticker. The ground-breaking — some say risqué — album includes edgy worship songs such as "My Lover, My God," "Touch Me All Over," "Naked Before You," "I'll Do Anything You Want," "Deeper" and "You Make Me Hot with Desire."

"We've had concerns about previous Vineyard CD's, but this time they went overboard in their suggestive imagery depicting the church's love affair with Christ," said a Wal-Mart spokesman. "It would be irresponsible to sell this to 13-year-old kids."

A Vineyard Music Group (VMG) spokesman defended the album.

"We felt this was the next logical step in furthering people's intimacy with the Lord, as the title implies," said Sam Haverley, director of VMG public

_______________________
25 Ibid. 154
26 Ibid. 93
relations. "People aren't content with yesterday's level of closeness. They want something more. We feel this album gives them that." 27
Or maybe you want Jesus to be soldier. No death for Him. He doesn't die in meekness. He conquers either with force or with skill but always with glory. And he vanquishes either bad guys or bad ideas.

Or let's say that in stead of a man friend you want a Jesus who is multi-culturally sensitive. He can be a Gandhi type weeping over the condition of the world, a contemplative Jesus like some Indian guru, or Buddha. He can be Islamic or a Jesus for the Native American such as the blond Mormon Jesus.

All this may seem terrible disrespectful to the real Jesus. That's because it is. But it is also inevitable when you strip Jesus from history and from the means of grace. And these depictions are not harmless. They're benign like a praise song. If you sing one or two a year and dominate your singing with the classic hymns it may be at best is benign. It's like eating McDonalds twice a year. You're not going to get fat. But if this is the dominant understanding of Jesus then he ends up being a pliable, fugacious, Gnostic, narcissistic, unappealing guy like me. He is no longer the manifestation of God in the flesh of whom accurate eyewitnesses made historic claims. He becomes an idea; My idea. My secret friend created and sustained in my image. He is me.

THE TRINITY
The second tendency within American Evangelicalism which bodes ominously for its understanding of God is the tendency simply to ignore the doctrine of the Trinity. This is apparent in the worship of Evangelicalism.

The church catholic which is historic Lutheranism has understood that The Triune God is not merely a doctrine. He's God. And our understanding of him is derived from the Scriptures, taught in the confessions and expressed in the divine service. Mostly the Triune God is adored. But where do we adore him?

In the divine service the Trinity is invoked or addressed a dozen times. That's once every 4 minutes not counting the sermon. There's the invocation, the absolution, the Introit, the Kyrie, the Gloria Patri, the collect, the creed, the offertory (implied). The Sanctus with its thrice holy assertion, the Agnes Dei with its threefold repetition, the Nunc Dimitis, the Post Communion Canticle, and the Benediction. All three ecumenical creeds confess the Trinity. The catechism teaches or requires teaching the Holy Trinity in the first, second, fourth and fifth chief parts as well as in both the morning and evening prayers which should be preceded with the sign of the cross and the invocation of the Holy Trinity. The historic hymns are often Trinitarian in nature. When the Lutherans rediscovered hymnody not only did they compose their own hymns they began to use those of the Latin fathers such as Ambrose with their strong tendency toward Trinitarian doxological verses. Their
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27 faithandgender.wordpress.com/2006/ll/03/42/
own hymnic creations often either invoked the Trinity or referenced and distinguished each person of the Holy Trinity. A Mighty Fortress is a perfect example. "But for us fights the valiant one whom God himself elected." "He's by our side upon the plain with his good gifts and Spirit." And the prayers of the church - her collects - always invoke the Holy Trinity whether prayed during the divine service or throughout the week.

If you are Lutheran or simply an heir of the church's tradition you cannot but know and love the Holy Trinity. Your whole life and conversation is with Him. He is on your lips and consequently in your heart.

But what if your tradition "undermined the importance of creedal subscription, ordination and liturgical order... spoke a different idiom, one that was individualistic, experiential and perfectionistic, as opposed to the corporate, doctrinal and liturgical," 28 As D. G. Hart has said. What if your tradition does not expect the Catechism to be memorized? What if the historic Collects are replaced by "WeJuss" prayers?" What if you dispensed with the creeds? What would you have? You'd have American Evangelicals and you would have the Holy Trinity relegated to the dusty shelves of books on doctrine or antiquated doctrinal statements which are divorced from the life of the body of Christ. He becomes a doctrine rather than our holy and gracious God.29
The Reformed worship tradition, inherited by Evangelicalism has not been kind to the Holy Trinity. This is reflected in the Reformed understanding of prayer. In Reformed worship "next to the sermon, the most extended portion of the service was the pastor's prayer, in which the minister could further confess congregation's sins or warn congregants of the temptations of the world."30 So the prayer is not a vehicle through which the Triune God is invoked and adored. Rather it is a vehicle through which the pastor talks to his people. There is no need to mention the Trinity in such contexts. Prayer ultimately devolves into the painful "Father God, WeJuss wanna thank you..." which characterizes the prayer time of too many congregations.

But it is in the song of Evangelicalism that we see the Holy Trinity most ignored. Paul Westermeyer writes:

Those who were forced out or who broke off from the Roman Catholic Church themselves split into an ever-increasing number of divisions. The major ones were Lutheran and Reformed. These bodies were in large measure controlled by three Reformers, Martin Luther (1483-1546) Ulrich
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28D.G.Hart 21
29 Sometimes the Holy Trinity is explicitly denied by factions of American Evangelicalism. Consider that words of C. Peter Wagner "You can tell Pentecostals more by what they do than by what they teach. Not all Pentecostals speak in tongues but none forbid speaking in tongues. Not all Pentecostals believe in the Holy Spirit as a separate person in the Trinity, but all claim the power and authority of the Holy Spirit as a real person." Look out the Pentecostals are Coming (Creation House, Carol Stream Illinois 1973) 39. Subsequently this volume was republished under the title "What are we missing" and Peter Wagner was made dean at Fuller theological Seminary. 
30Conklml88-189
Zwingli (1484-1531) and John Calvin (1509-1564) Luther recovered the congregation's singing, Zwingli denied it, and Calvin restricted it.31
What did this Calvinistic "restriction" look like? Calvin restricted the singing of the church to psalms and certain canticles. Unlike Luther who could take psalm 46 and create "A mighty Fortress" with its Trinitarian Gospel and strong Christology (Ask ye who is this? Jesus Christ it is.. .and there's none other God), Calvin took psalm 46 and simply sang it. But that psalm and others do not often explicitly confess the Holy Trinity (or the deity of Christ). So Calvin was not able, in the divine service, to teach and confess the Triune God nearly to the extent that Lutherans were. His emphasis on the sovereignty of God was well served by his rather austere musical predilections, but neither the two nature doctrine nor the holy Trinity saw much positive press.

The impoverished song of the Reformed tradition continued until Isaac Watts who, dubbed by his church as the father of English hymnody, was able to bring hymns into the Reformed churches. But even then these were often paraphrases of the psalms without reference to the Holy Trinity. If you look at the hymns by Watts in The Lutheran Service Book, in which some 15 hymns have been included, not a single one invokes or teaches the Trinity except hymn 867, "From all that Dwell below the Skies," and the Trinitarian third stanza was not composed by Watts. Evangelicalism can thank its parents for taking the Holy Trinity away from the church's worship.32
Further, within the Reformed tradition the purpose of hymns, liturgy and worship itself is wrongly directed. "In Roman Catholic and Calvinist thought alike, religious song was primarily a human activity intended to satisfy a debt of worship whether due to the saints or to God himself- a point not to be obscured by the strict Calvinist insistence on Biblical texts for their congregation singing."33 Calvin taught that the purpose of using music was "to have songs not only honest, but also holy, which will be like spurs to incite us to pray to and praise God, and to meditate upon His works in order to love, fear, honor, and glorify Him."34 And Watts believed that "the end designs" of singing and worship are to express to God "what sense and apprehensions we have of his essential glories." 5 So music, in the Evangelical tradition is intended to help us speak to God rather than to accompany His word to us. Westermeyer summarizes by saying that the Lutherans produced "chorales of bold, vigorous, objective rejoicing, whereas the reformation in Geneva produced a song with two prongs- separate from the world, but nonetheless more
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31 Paul Westermeyer, Te Deum: The Church and Music (Fortress, Minneapolis 1998) 141.
32 Lutherans would be well advised to remember their hymnic heritage if they want to continue to maintain both the doctrine of the Trinity and the adoration of Him. "History teaches: when and where the chorale and its attendant musical and theological traditions were strong there Lutheranism was a viable and powerful representative of catholic, Trinitarian Christianity. When the chorale is abandoned in favor of other musical/theological systems, Lutheranism quickly degenerates into a generic Protestant sectarianism." Dennis Marzolf, "That the Unlearned may be Taught: The Legacy of the Lutheran Chorale" Logia III, Number 2, p. 6
33 Christopher Boyd Brown, Singing the Gospel: Lutheran Hymns and the Success of the Reformation (Harvard University Press, Cambridge Massachusetts and London 2005) 24.
34 Ibid. 156
35 Westermeyer 20
subjective than...what the Lutherans knew. Lutherans looked with some dismay, therefore, at the seductive 'siren' of reformed congregations."36
Things haven't changed much. If you attempt to analyze the "Emerging Church Movement" you will discover that the Holy Trinity is still not emphasized, invoked or adored. Take, for example, Dan Kimball's The Emerging Church. The entire second half of the book is dedicated toward describing what "Vintage Worship" will look like in this latest permutation of American Evangelicalism. Some "discoveries" are welcome. Kimball has decided that it helps people take the Sacrament more seriously if they actually have to go forward to receive it.3? He has discovered that it is probably better to place the band in the back of the church. 38 He has discovered that worship should be "multisensory,"39 with the use of artistic depictions. 40 He has discovered the idea of "sacred space." 41 But through it all the emerging church has apparently not discovered the Trinity. The closest thing to a doctrine or expression of the Trinitarian faith of the church is the suggestion that the fifth song during the "Worship set," where the band is still on the front stage, is the song "Holy, Holy, Holy." 42
When Evangelicalism walks together with Lutherans the effect is not less troubling. Let's take a brief look at "The Other Songbook." This was published in 1987 by Dave and Barb Anderson, Lutherans from Phoenix. "TOSB" was extremely popular a generation ago before praise songs saw their ultimate proliferation via the internet. It contains 264 songs as well as five "Worship Orders." Of the 264 songs only 6 contain explicit references to the Holy Trinity ("God in three persons blessed Trinity") while ten infer Him (Father we adore you.. .Son we adore you... Spirit we adore you). Of the five sample absolutions offered in the Worship orders not a single one references the Trinity. None of the "Worship Orders" have a Trinitarian invocation. None mention the Holy Trinity even implicitly in the benediction. The Triune God has been written out of the worship of the people. This book, which borrowed heavily from Evangelical sources and is clearly an attempt to move Lutherans in that ecclesiastical direction does not attempt to bring the worship predilections of the church catholic in a salutary way into the "worship centers" of evangelicalism. Rather it chucks God in favor of culture. The scary part is that I doubt that the editors even know they were doing it.

You can't maintain the church's faith by ignoring 20 centuries of dogma and worship. A movement in which people "make up their identity as they go along" as David Luecke 43 glowingly reports, 4 will not be able to confess an article of faith which the greatest
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44 David Luecke Evangelical Style and Lutheran Substance (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1989) pp.53-56.

theologians of the church took three centuries to articulate. This applies both to the two nature doctrine and the Holy Trinity.

CONCLUSION
Last January the Evangelical world was all excited about the invitation which one of theirs had received to give the Prayer of Invocation at the inauguration of President elect Barack Obama. Rick Warren prayed to "God our Father," quoted the Old Testament, invoked Martin Luther King and asked God's blessings on us. He prayed for our country, the president and the whole world and the wife and children of president Obama. This was one of the most public prayers in the history of the world prayed by the best known Evangelical leader in the world today. So, all Christians awaited his conclusion with bated breath wondering if he would tell the world who the god he had been talking to for the last ten minutes might be. Warren said:

We now commit our new president and his wife, Michelle, and his daughters, Malia and Sasha, into your loving care.

I humbly ask this in the name of the one who changed my life, Yeshua, Isa, Jesus [Spanish pronunciation], Jesus, who taught us to pray, "Our father who art in Heaven..."

I suppose that we can be pleased that Jesus did get His name into the proceedings. And we can perhaps be pleased that the Lord's Prayer was used although I myself have always been careful not to pray this prayer with non-Christians since it is intended only for those who trust in its author. But let's ask how a public Christian prayer should end. Better, let's ask how Warren's prayer could have ended. It could have said, "Through our Lord Jesus Christ who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever." Or if he didn't really want to talk about the Trinity at least a public Christian prayer could say, "In the name of our Lord and savior Jesus Christ." And if, in a public prayer you want to pray in the name of Jesus who did something perhaps it could go something like this, "In Jesus' name who lived and died for all and rose again." Or perhaps, "In Jesus' name who rules all things by his power." Maybe he could have said, "In Jesus name who stilled the sea," or "who walked on water," or, given our economic times, "who prospers all people according to his will." Warren could have connected Jesus to His story and the Christian narrative, the Christian Gospel and the Christian message. But he did not. Instead, Rick Warren focused upon the central teaching of evangelicalism. "In the name of the one who changed my life." Notice how the Trinity is out, Jesus has no objectivity, and it's all about the relationship. I would submit that such an invocation is exactly what can be expected from the leader of American Evangelicalism.

I am certain that Rick Warren believes in the Holy Trinity, the two nature doctrine of Christ, the objectivity of the Gospel, the stories of the Bible and the story of the Bible. But he believes in the relationship more. When given a chance to make a real confession

he's just like those politicians who say of abortion, "Well I'm personally against it, but..."

The Christian church has a story which the Triune God has affected in history. It's a story with blessings which are earned by God made flesh in Christ. These blessing are bestowed by a ministry of word and Sacrament according to the teaching and institution of Jesus. These fundamental truths are the fodder for faith, doctrine. Confession, Liturgy and artistic expression. It's our ethos.

Reformed Evangelicalism, having deemphasized the story, truncated its blessings, and gutted the ministry of word and Sacrament has few options left but to do the same with Jesus and God. Its central teaching shows itself in various practices. 45 These practices tend to undermine the historic understanding of the Two Natures doctrine and to diminish the historic Christian confession of the Trinity.

April 2009

Pastor Klemet Preus
Glory of Christ Lutheran Church

Plymouth, Minnesota

________________________________
45 For a through understanding of the relationship between doctrine and practice see, Klemet Preus, The Fire and the Staff (St. Louis, Concordia 2005) available in stores everywhere and personally from the
author for the rock-bottom price of $25.00.
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