The Grace of Giving
Present by Blake A. Rickbeil

Good Morning! I have been given the task of speaking to you, The Minnesota North District of Confessional Lutherans group. I was asked last March 17 of this year to do this thing that I have been doing in the Lord’s church that I serve, on the topic of “Stewardship.” Now there has always been the thought that in polite society we never speak about a couple of subjects in the church and two of them we never speak about are politics and money.
As a young Lutheran boy growing up in a northern suburb of the twin cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul I attended a church that published every families giving once a year. I guess that means the only subject that we are not supposed to speak about then is politics and I am not sure of that in today’s world either, because it seems like to support life you have to speak about politics.

My task today is to speak upon the subject of Stewardship hopefully with a different perspective then you have heard before. My main focus will be on 2 Corinthians chapters eight and nine and if I would have to give my stewardship plan a name it would be something like the Grace of Giving.

Many of you here today I will assume you are at least my age or older. You have been through many of these types of programs before. Some of them faired better then some others and all of them someone, even you, must have felt a need for such a thing to be done.
It is commonly known that most of these programs deal with three things; time, talents, and finally treasures. To make these successful we seem always to have some sort of inventory to be taken by the individual, kind of like a spiritual inventory. Programs like these focus on what you think you are good at and what you think your gifts are. We like them because we have been taught our self awareness is precious and more important then our vocations and even our love for our neighbor.

To this we might add “first fruits giving.” For as God told Israel to give of their first fruits and give 10% of them as a start, we also should be doing likewise. Oh yes then there is percentage giving rather then just that dollar ever week in the offering plate. There is well what is left in my wallet giving, a tithing program, and never forget a program that includes giving from abundance.

Myself I take a spiritual inventory every morning as I drown the old Adam so the new man in Christ may come forth and today he is having a bad hair day. So what does 2 Corinthians have to say about giving and why should this seem important to us today when St. Paul is addressing the need at Jerusalem some two thousand years ago?
A quick history lesson is that the church in Jerusalem at this moment in time was being persecuted and they were in need of help. Today we see giving in two ways; the first being locally and the second being distant as for example giving for those in another state or country. The LCMS has two boards of missions one of National Missions and the other of International Missions as of today and this is an example of our polity.

St. Paul was taking a collection for the church in Jerusalem and because of the great love the people of Corinth had for the gospel they decided to give to the effort of helping the mother church in Jerusalem in her hour of need. St. Paul writes then to encourage the church in Corinth to set seriously in their minds what they have placed there to do.

He begins by speaking of what is happening in Macedonia and how they being in extreme poverty because of the persecution, in their suffering, they gave in abundance, in “the riches of their liberality”. I would like to offer a different translation of the word “liberality” as, “the riches of their copious bestowal.” This gift was given with sincerity and was not self seeking for they realized that God was the giver of all things, especially life and salvation in His One and only Son, Jesus.
When we speak about offerings or giving most do not realize that it is the connection between God’s grace and human thanksgiving. Again most have not thought about what the offering means other then to pay the pastor and certain bills the congregation has. This is the way I grew up and not to far either from twenty bucks a week should be enough.

There is another kind of giving also and that is sacrificial giving which we in the United States of America in these days know little about or perhaps we choose to know little about. Most giving to the church is done by a commercial program in which you have so many weeks and then so many sermon in the program series and finally you end up with your people so brow beaten they give in and give.

Now most people would have a problem with this type of giving, but we do not and it results in more then Israel was supposed to start with at ten percent.  Our Lord teaches about giving just before he teaches us how to pray the Lord’s Prayer, 

“Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by them, for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward.  But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you (Mathew 6:1-4).” 
Now I know this is not the way most people give, but it is the way my wife and I do our giving and I do believe it is God pleasing for we give on a regular bases and as need arises. We have never been disappointed in each others generosity as husband and wife. As we give to the church and her auxiliaries. 
When the people of God final realize the significance of the cross road between grace and thanksgiving they should really have one of those “the light is on” moments as they realize the love of God for them in Christ Jesus our Lord. In saying this I would like to consider two text of Holy Writ the first is from 1 Timothy 4:4-5, “For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving, for it is made holy by the word of God and prayer.”

We are simply receivers in all we have. As Lutherans it begins in baptism, continues in the Divine Service, and if that were not enough, we are blessed by every breathe we take. As I was thinking about this paper the second text from Holy Writ are these words, “Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God (Eph. 5:1-2).” 
Rev. Dr Kleinig of our sister church in Australia has stated that program based giving is like a “Trojan horse because it reinforces the commercial mentality and the idolatry of money.” If this is true and believe it is the question then that we face as God’s people is how do we promote the godly giving of alms to His holy Bride in such a way that it is good, right , and salutary and it is generated solely by faith with the connection between God’s grace and human thanksgiving? 

Let me start out by telling you how my wife and I give. It simple, I give to the church and her auxiliaries and she does the same with our normal percentage of giving from our total income plus more of that income when needs arise. I usually never know how much extra she gives and I barely tell her how much extra I give. Now I know that seems like a weird way of doing things as we are to be good stewards of God gifts. At the end of the year we added it almost all up and we are surprised at what we give and sometimes how we even could afford it. Now I said almost because there are gifts during the fiscal year in which there are simply no receipts and they never get figured in as far as taxes are concerned or our percentage to the church against our income..

It has been suggested a godly type of stewardship also can be based on kinship and obligation. In the Old Testament this was prevalent because all of Israel was extended family. Many times there were reciprocal exchanges of gifts. These brought forth social capital. One of the fall backs of this type of giving was limited generosity with some legal obligation and rights.

With this type of giving there was also a generosity for those with no kindred. Take for example the narrative of Ruth, some of the Psalm, and  in the book of Proverbs. All of this leads us to the teaching of Jesus as stated above in Matthew’s Gospel that there should be secret giving without human reward and giving to God with reward from Him in a spiritual manner and not in social capitol. 

Jesus brings in a new way of thinking with a first hand understanding of giving all, which  established in the New Covenant in His blood. Let us look at one example in the Gospel of Luke,

“But I say to you who hear, love your enemies, do good to those who hate you,  bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. To the one who strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also, and from one who takes away your cloak do not withhold your tunic either. Give to everyone who begs from you, and from one who takes away your goods do not demand them back.  And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to them. “If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them.  And if you do good to those who do good to you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. And if you lend to those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to get back the same amount. But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and the evil. Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful.”

We also have a unique way of giving when we look also at Luke 14:12-24,.

He said also to the man who had invited him, “When you give a dinner or a banquet, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, lest they also invite you in return and you be repaid. But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you. For you will be repaid at the resurrection of the just.”  When one of those who reclined at table with him heard these things, he said to him, “Blessed is everyone who will eat bread in the kingdom of God!” But he said to him, “A man once gave a great banquet and invited many. And at the time for the banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come, for everything is now ready.’ But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a field, and I must go out and see it. Please have me excused.’ And another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to examine them. Please have me excused.’  And another said, ‘I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.’ So the servant came and reported these things to his master. Then the master of the house became angry and said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor and crippled and blind and lame.’  And the servant said, ‘Sir, what you commanded has been done, and still there is room.’  And the master said to the servant, ‘Go out to the highways and hedges and compel people to come in, that my house may be filled. For I tell you, none of those men who were invited shall taste my banquet.’” 
We should realize that our giving is a “only one of its kind” type of giving as in the New Testament and it should be our reason for any and all giving because we are sons and daughters of the Most High God. We should know and understand the indiscriminate way that God has given to us.

We must also remember that we are blind, dead and enemies of God before He came to us. In that coming we were made His children. God gave all who were enemies, undeserving enemies, the blood of His One and only Son so that we might be redeemed. God gave this gift to the world without any expectation of repayment for not one of us could ever pay the price of our salvation.

The model of giving for the holy Christian church should be the source of God’s generosity. Speaking of enemies since we have been called His children by our baptisms hear Psalm 31:8, “and you have not delivered me into the hand of the enemy; you have set my feet in a broad place. “Here is one example of that generosity for those who fear  and love God.

God’s generosity is not just a concept in which a stewardship program can be built upon, it is a living, breathing reality as our Lord invites us to be in His presence in the Divine Service as Psalm 34:8 declares, ”Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good! Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him!” Truly it is in the Divine Service where we do eat and drink the goodness and generosity of God.
God’s generosity personally came about before many of us were able to walk or for that matter even speak in the waters of Holy Baptism. You have ears hear again  about God’s generosity, 

“But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life (Titus 3:4-7). “

It is from the moment of our baptisms (for most of us) that God’s munificence even exceeded His creation of us. As we should all know life is a precious gift and we find that God not only bestows us righteous, He gives us an inheritance that cannot be matched.
Our Triune God’s generosity exceeds in the grace shown to us even while we were still sinners. Since we have become children of the Most High; God pours out this gift as the fruit of the Spirit which encompasses love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control (Gal. 5:22-23). 
We see this generosity within the New Testament exemplified in our Savior. He continually teaches at times by using contrasts of earthly things verses heavenly things. The narrative of Matthew 6:19-24 has our Lord doing just that while connecting also for us the concept of our heart and our eyes. Our hearts will either be set on those things of heaven or those things of this world.

As for our eyes here we have a different example either they will let in light as does a clean window or they will not let light in as would a dirty window restrict and block the light from shinning through. It is also through the eyes that man begins to lust after creation rather then following the Creator.

Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of light, but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness! No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money. 
One also could say our eyes are the windows to our hearts. If such windows are clean, clear and undamaged we will have clear light along with clear sight. If they are not clean the evil of Satan, our world, and our sin filled flesh will live in the darkness. A clean window or in this case a clean eye serves God and lives in the foretaste of heaven. Again, contrast that with an evil eye and you get a foretaste of hell.

If we continue with this example putting the heart in contrast if it serves money on earth as opposed to God in heaven the first will be self serving while the latter will be selflessness. Clear simple sight seeks first the Kingdom of God and has a reliance upon God and Him alone.
The example of second Corinthians chapters eight and nine bring us to godly reality on the grace of giving. Anyone when speaking about giving can either be like the Dead Sea which only has in flow and no out flow or like a spring the inflow it has the more out flow it will have. Therefore as we continue to examine this portion of Holy Writ most people would not consider themselves God’s instrument of generosity.

St. Paul calls for the Corinthians to be just that and the example He gives them are the Macedonians who are impoverished and yet they gave according to their means and of their own free will. When a Christian gives of their own free will most eventually begin to give sacrificially as their faith continues to grow and God meets their needs again and again and even some of theirs wants.
Too this end I leave you with these words from a Christian apologist (AD 130) concerning imitators of God from Diognetus 10:3-6: 
“How will you love him who has thus first loved you? Loving him you will be an imitator of his generosity. And do not wonder if a man can be an imitator of God. He can, if he wills. For true happiness is not oppressing one’s neighbors, or wishing to have more than weaker men, or being rich, or using compulsion on one’s inferiors…But whoever bears his neighbor’s burden, whoever wishes to benefit another who is worse off in what he is more well off, who supplies to those in need what he has received from God, becomes a ‘god’ to those who receive it – he is an imitator of God”
To God alone be glory!
The Grace of Giving and the Joy of Christ

The Brief Study of Second Corinthians Chapters Eight and Nine

2Cor. 8:1   We want you to know, brothers,1 about the grace of God that has been hgiven among the churches of Macedonia, 2 for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and itheir extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. 3 For they gave jaccording to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own accord, 4 begging us earnestly kfor the favor2 of taking part in lthe relief of the saints— 5 and this, not as we expected, but they mgave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to us. 6 Accordingly, nwe urged Titus that as he had started, so he should complete among you othis act of grace. 7 But as pyou excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our love for you3—qsee that you excel in this act of grace also.  rI say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love also is genuine. 9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that sthough he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. 10 And in this matter tI give my judgment: uthis benefits you, who va year ago started not only to do this work but also to desire to do it. 11 So now finish doing it as well, so that your readiness in desiring it may be matched by your completing it out of what you have. 12 For if the readiness is there, it is acceptable waccording to what a person has, not according to what he does not have. 13 For I do not mean that others should be eased and you burdened, but that as a matter of fairness 14 your abundance at the present time should supply xtheir need, so that their abundance may supply your need, that there may be fairness. 15 As it is written, y“Whoever gathered much had nothing left over, and whoever gathered little had no lack.”  But zthanks be to God, awho put into the heart of Titus the same earnest care I have for you. 17 For bhe not only accepted our appeal, but being himself very earnest he is going4 to you of his own accord. 18 With him we are sending5 cthe brother who is famous among dall the churches for his preaching of the gospel. 19 And not only that, but he has been eappointed by the churches to travel with us as we carry out this act of fgrace that is being ministered by us, gfor the glory of the Lord himself and to show our good will. 20 We take this course so that no one should blame us about this generous gift that is being administered by us, 21 for hwe aim at what is honorable inot only in the Lord’s sight but also in the sight of man. 22 And with them we are sending our brother whom we have often tested and found earnest in many matters, but who is now more earnest than ever because of his great confidence in you. 23 As for Titus, he is jmy partner and fellow worker for your benefit. And as for our brothers, they are messengers6 of the churches, the glory of Christ. 24 So give proof before the churches of your love and of kour boasting about you to these men.

2Cor. 9:1   Now lit is superfluous for me to write to you about mthe ministry for the saints, 2 for I know your readiness, nof which I boast about you to the people of Macedonia, saying that Achaia has been ready osince last year. And your zeal has stirred up most of them. 3 But pI am sending1 the brothers so that our boasting about you may not prove empty in this matter, so that you may be ready, qas I said you would be. 4 Otherwise, if some Macedonians rcome with me and find that you are not ready, we would be humiliated—to say nothing of you—for being so confident. 5 So I thought it necessary to urge the brothers to go on ahead to you and arrange in advance for the sgift2 you have promised, so that it may be ready tas a willing gift, unot as an exaction.  The point is this: vwhoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully4 will also reap bountifully. 7 Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, wnot reluctantly or under compulsion, for xGod loves a cheerful giver. 8 And yGod is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency5 in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. 9 As it is written,


 z“He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor;



his righteousness endures forever.”

He who supplies aseed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and bincrease the harvest of your righteousness. 11 cYou will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way, which dthrough us will produce thanksgiving to God. 12 For the ministry of this service is not only supplying ethe needs of the saints but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God. 13 By their approval of this service, fthey6 will glorify God because of your submission that comes from your gconfession of the gospel of Christ, and the generosity of your contribution for them and for all others, 14 while they long for you and pray for you, because of the surpassing grace of God upon you. 15 hThanks be to God for his inexpressible gift!

 8:1-6

In this portion of Holy Writ some facts need to be known about the Macedonians. The peoples of this area living in a heathen culture with heathen neighbors were persecuted continually.  St. Paul points out cleverly the Macedonians were no different then anyone else as if by some standard that they might have naturally been inclined to doing good works more then others. It is only by God’s grace in the fellowship of Christ that brought forth such great deeds.

The Holy Spirit truly poured out a rich amount of grace upon the Macedonians. Even in their affliction they experienced abundant joy and their deep poverty resulted in riches liberality. These people were poor by the world’s standards and yet they did not withdraw from their Christian verity. It was a test of their faith and love for Christ that their hearts were opened. This grace turned into over flowing joy which resulted in their liberal generosity proportionately as they went far beyond what could or would be expected.

So much so that St. Paul bears witness to this outpouring of their gifts. No doubt Paul was familiar with their desperate situation since they were persecuted and most of the time not able to pursue their vocation because of it. No matter they not only went to the very limit of their ability to give they exceeded it, all to come to the aid of their fellow brothers and sister in Christ.

When we look at this text we must know that there was no abundance here that they were giving from. Usually Christians have to be begged, coaxed, entreated, urged, admonished and wheeled before they might give. But not so for the Macedonians they begged Paul to take their gift to share their love for others on account of Christ.

 They gave out of poverty much like the widows mite not to show their ego, but to love their neighbor and live out the ideology that with God there is no restrictions in His giving to them (us and all the faithful). What they had they gave it to the Lord their talents , their energy, abilities, and their worldly possessions. All of this was because of the grace that God had poured out for them and to them. 

Truly this is a great example of willingness that even impressed Paul and he decided to leave it in the church’s hands and focus now upon the Corinthians. Paul naturally then will send Titus beginning in the matter in Achaia so that there the Christians may also may become perfect in this grace. For the gift of liberality does not just belong to this age and time it is also our today so we may be made perfect in this same grace.

So repentance and good will may be among them in the Word and prayer cultivating them to grow in this grace and in the love of God lest Satan tempt them to do otherwise. Paul then send Titus to Corinth so that they also  made equals of this gift of grace. So that they may not be considered inferior in any way.

8:7- 15

Paul in this portion is not command the collection be done instead he puts forth a logical argument. Since the Corinthian’s have already decided to take this offering and have put thing into place why not just do it? Surely the situation in Jerusalem was not improving and the need was increasing daily. Action needed to be taken as their willingness, their desire to do such a thing had been declared. 

The contribution should then given freely according to each ones ability. God always looks upon the willingness of the heart. A rich man may give from abundance while for the poor might give almost nothing and it may be that the larger gift is from the poor. Paul speaks of equality and does it in such a way that he stops those who grumble or think that the Jerusalem congregation will now be living the easy life on account of such a gift.          

The roles one day may be reversed in the future wouldn’t it be better for them to give to their neighbor with an abundant heart? The same should be done today whether that is dealing with a neighboring farmer or a congregation in need of help elsewhere. Just as Israel gathered up the manna in the desert with the energetic gathering more then those who less able by the time they had gotten back to the camp everyone had all they needed.

So it should be with the Christian congregation the surplus of one should be used for the need of another even in a different country and always for the sake of the Gospel.

8:16-24

Paul cuts to the chase and speaks frankly about the very appearance of their practice as far as the collection is concerned. He also gives Titus a commendation for his work and zeal to come to them for the sake of neighbor and the Gospel. Paul thanks God for the work Titus has done on behalf of the people at Corinth.

Paul also includes credentials for those with Titus especially this man who has work so hard for the Gospel. Paul now feels confident that all will be accomplished Paul also wants the congregation to pick some men to accompany him on the journey to Jerusalem from the congregation at Corinth.

Paul also know that evil tongues do much damage and insists everything is done in the proper manner so that this work never gets blemished. Paul wants this action of love to be above reproach and be done with a proper Christian spirit.

Paul also speaks of another man with great zeal, possibly Tychicus, who is also going to be on this endeavor who is an envoy of the contributing congregation. Paul speaks well of these duly elected “others” as they to will be about the business of aid to the congregation in Jerusalem. All of this gives glory not to them but to Christ. Paul also reminds them that this is a demonstration of love and brotherly kindness towards the Lord’s church. 

9:1-4

St. Paul here uses admonition and pastoral care as he reminds them of their readiness to help the church, their dear brothers in Christ, of Judea in their need. The church of Corinth knew of their duty to help those suffering especially in Judea so now all that was needed was a time and manner to making this offering.

In this admonition Paul also praises those of Achaia because they were prepared well in advance to make such an offering, in fact, it was so that it inspired the church in Macedonia to go beyond all kindness. It brought and hopefully still brings zeal to taking care of those brethren in need so the Gospel can be advanced to all nations. Paul is extremely effective in praise the good works, the life of sanctification among the people of God as he does here. Once again the thought of liberally comes to mind as Paul makes this address to the brethren at Corinth.

 9:5-7

Here we have perhaps the most misused or misconstrued portion of Holy Writ concerning giving in this author’s opinion. It begins with Paul telling the Corinthian congregation that fellow brethren of Titus will come before he does so that the collection may begin. These three men would be a witness to the generosity of this congregation as the people of Corinth knew that all they had, every blessing was from the “hand of God.”

This gift then would be ready by Paul’s arrival and it would be given as a matter of love in the freedom of the Gospel of Jesus Christ our Lord. There would be no need for coveting, pleading, or even shaming the people of God, for their gift would be a gift a blessing.

As for the sowing sparingly should open our eyes, ears and hearts that the reward is commensurate to that which is given. Like a field that is sown scantily it will not be harvested in plenty. Anyone who gives generously does it out of love for neighbor and for God. Sowing in plenty as a gift of love pours out God’s grace upon grace for no one can out give God not even the Macedonians. 

Giving is practical proof of fellowship. In earthly terms it is like a partnership in a business if you buy in by twenty percent your partnership is only just that. We are to be stewards and we are given a perfect example of that stewardship in Jesus, God’s One and only Son. He gives up all for you and because of this love for us the obligation A Christian has to return thanks even in our sinfulness should be overwhelming.

Giving is to flow simply from love and not reservation. God I believe, but help me with my unbelief certainly can be our thoughts as we struggle with our faith, love, and giving for the sake of the kingdom. Our Lord does not want us to be hypocrites in our giving. He wants us to be cheerful and willing to do so as a matter of love, partnership in the Gospel, of blessing, and of service and worship.

9:8-11

God is the giver of all things. Our faith we have and the giving we are able to do is also from the Holy Spirit. Paul now piles this grace upon grace in the words he writes. Giving is a manifestation of the heart as it is filled with this grace. Paul is asking God to bless the Corinthians so that the fruit of their righteousness may be increased.

God’s goodness and mercy should motivate all Christians to do all good works with great joy. Here Psalm 112:9 is used to show that even those who have nothing have what comes from God. How much so should it be for those who have what they need and also what they want (I hope as American’s we get this and that the Holy Spirit work upon our hearts and minds). 

It is not your small change God wants for you and from you in loving your neighbor. WE receive richly, so we should be able to give back to all cheerfully, scattering the seed to all the edges of the field before us. Our giving, our good works, are laid up as a treasure before God. God who gives us all will bountifully provide as we provide for others. One note here: this is not “glory theology” at work it is a promise of God and as said before you will never out give our Lord.

God gives each of us what is necessary for us to give others whether that is to the church, to a mission, or to help our neighbor so are fruit of righteousness may be increased. Good will direct our attention to what is needed and what is needful as the Apostle is that voice now for the concerns of Judea.

9:12-15

Back to liberality for liberal giving is a blessing to those who give. It may not be money that is returned if money is given, still God will supply us with what is needed.

 All giving has a twofold effect. First, there is being supplied with what is needed as it will soon be in Jerusalem. Secondly, for spirit working in brethren so far away.

Our acts of charity confess something. It can confess our unbelief, our greed, our hatred. It also can confess the true fruits of love found in Christ and bestowed to our neighbor. Paul is giving thanks to the congregation in Corinth for what will be a blessed gesture of love for those in Jerusalem. Faith will be strengthened in both places as the love for one another will be seen because of Jesus. Giving is all about Jesus!

Some other thoughts:

In the congregation I serve I am the biggest line item there is. My congregation seems to get smaller as I bury more and more of the faithful. People used to rely on those who have now passed to give more than their portion so this has been a concern of mine since I was placed here.

The church I serve budget is no better off and no worse off proportionately. The pandemic of 2020 has changed the dynamic of this struggle of our budget even as they have no debt. God does love a cheerful giver and I believe that is hard for some Germans to understand especially as we are in a rurally poor area of Minnesota. Like the people of Macedonia even though there is no Jerusalem on our horizon and perhaps there should be there is a need for the Gospel to be preached here in its truth and purity.

Pastors and lay leader need to promote good and proper stewardship. It should not be presented as the law and yet there is nothing incorrect with showing the need of a congregation. The difficult thing is trusting that the Holy Spirit moves the hearts and minds of all who love God to be at liberty to do the good works necessary. 
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