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”How shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard?”  Romans 10:14

The Modern Evangelical Movement in America (“Evangelicalism”) is, in this writer’s estimation, a less than Christian denomination.

Who are Modern Evangelicals?  Generally they are those seen on Christian television, heard on Christian radio and read in Christian bookstores.  They are the operators of mega-churches (with and without denominational names), and found in small study and prayer groups associated with no church at all. Evangelicalism is seen in movements such as Promise Keepers and programs such as Kid’s Church.

In summary, having read their material, heard their message and observed their methodology, I must conclude that their mission is to make people successful and respectable.  But this is different from the charge which the Son of God gave His Church, which is to make men holy by the forgiveness of their sins.

Evangelicalism’s claim to faithfulness today is that it believes in a literal interpretation of the Bible, and subscribes to the doctrine of justification by faith, but the evidence suggests otherwise.

Jesus instituted the Church in order to impart saving faith to men until He comes again, and this is done by preaching the Word of God and by administering the Sacraments to them.  It is the Church’s ministry to articulate the Law of God to men so that by it, the Holy Spirit might convict them of their sins, and drive them to despair as regards their spiritual condition and their eternal destiny.   
In order to do this the Church must hold the Decalogue before men, not to show them how to be good, but to show them how bad they are.  Thereafter, it is the Church’s unique work to proclaim with the lips, the Good News that Christ Jesus, true God and true man, suffered, died and rose again in order to redeem us from sin and death; that He paid our penalty, suffered our curse, and that through faith in Him sinners are reconciled to God.  It is her work to baptize, for in baptism unrighteous men are dressed in the righteousness of Christ, which is to say they are made Christians.  It is her office to teach the whole counsel of God.  It is her ministry to feed the souls of men with the very body and blood of Christ, given us for the forgiveness of our sins, for life and for salvation, for strength and comfort and peace in the midst of the unavoidable sin and death with which we live each day.  The church proclaims eternal life and light in Christ, and that He is the only way to heaven. Through His work, and no other, sinners will be received into heavenly glory.


This is not the message, however, which Evangelicalism prizes.  While the genuine Christian faith is interested in eternal life, and with taking up the cross through one’s Christian vocation while on earth, Evangelicalism is concerned with giving people a better life and giving it to them in the here and now.  Its message speaks hardly at all of the forgiveness of sins, the end of our warfare with God, or of everlasting life.  Evangelicalism doesn’t preach the Law in order to accuse a man of his sin.  Instead, skipping over the offensive concept of sin entirely, and over its remission by the blood of Jesus, Evangelicalism uses the Law to teach men how to be sanctified, successful and happy.  This is always mistake because it is the Gospel, not the Law, which sanctifies us and gives us Christian joy.

While it’s true that the world is always a better place when men follow God’s decrees, sin has rendered us incapable of such high behavior.  Human reason is blind to the things of God, it cannot know them or comprehend them. Further, unless a man knows the love of God, evidenced by the giving of His Son into death for us, we perceive God as an enemy and judge and have no interest in knowing Him, loving Him or trusting in Him. (1 Corinthians 2:13; Romans 8:7)

The Evangelical movement claims to hold a high view of Scripture.  But if it does, why does it not preach theologically?  Instead, in the typical Modern Evangelical church, Scripture passages are used as pre-texts for the teaching of successful living principles.  Psychology and sociology have replaced theology and doctrine in such churches.  The Bible is honored with the lips, but the Evangelical heart is far from it.  Instead of understanding the Word as the very power of God giving salvation to all who believe (Romans 1:16) it is seen as an instruction book for victorious living.  Instead of understanding the Bible as God’s living revelation to man, such sacramental view is trumped by (what is perceived as) direct revelations from God to the heart of each individual man.

Do Evangelicals today believe in justification by faith?  One would not know it by their preaching, writing, prayers or hymnody.  The subject is rarely if ever mentioned.  But how does one not preach what one supposedly believes?  This cannot happen, for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. To be sure, there is an occasional invitation to give one’s heart to Jesus, but this is not preaching the Gospel, nor is it even Biblical.  Unless the Law and the Gospel are verbalized in every element of the Service, the prayers, creeds, liturgies, hymns, sermons and sacraments, how is the Gospel, which brings men to salvation, made evident?  The Gospel is absent in such churches.  It is not sung, preached, prayed, confessed or eaten.  If it is absent, then it is not believed, for again, out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.  If it isn’t there how can Modern Evangelicalism claim to believe it?  But St. Paul question remains, “.how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard?” (Romans 10:14)

Nor is merely using the name of Jesus and talking about Him enough, this does not make us “able ministers of the New Testament” (2 Corinthians 3:6). To speak of Him as an example, or guide who leads us through our lives, or empowers us to live sanctified lives, is not preaching Christ’s Gospel.


Using the name of Jesus or the Bible as a self-help, or even as a God-help book, is not proclaiming the Kingdom.  Unless Christ is plainly preached as the one who saves us from our sins and in whom we have the promise of life; unless this Gospel is enunciated in so many words within the body of sermons, hymns, prayers and creeds etc.; unless the message of salvation is clearly distinguished from the Law, then the Gospel is not preached at all.


Except Christ be proclaimed with the voice, into the ears of men, as crucified and risen again from the dead for our salvation, to mention His name is of little help at all.  No grace is communicated, no spiritual strength imparted, the faith of Christians is overthrown, and unbelievers in attendance are left dead in their sins.

The Sacraments are virtually absent in Protestantism.  This is nothing new. However even if an Evangelical church would happen to believe the pure and true Gospel of salvation, by faith in Christ, without the deeds of the Law, it would be an empty teaching.  For to possess Good News, but not give men the means by which to obtain it, receive it and embrace it through Preaching, Washing and Eating is no Gospel at all.

There are two important issues, then, which must always be kept side by side.  First that sin was paid for by the death and resurrection of God’s Son; secondly that the merits of the cross are distributed to men via the God-given means of baptism, preaching, absolution, and eating the body and blood of Christ in holy communion.  On both of these matters Modern Evangelicalism is silent.

What the Evangelical faith fails to understand is that the Law and Gospel must be explicitly spoken aloud into the ears of God’s people, and that this is the chief purpose of Worship.  It’s not enough for like-minded people to vaguely congregate under a nebulous Christian faith, in order to feel good, gain strength from God and from one another and become better people.  To the contrary, Christian ministry is accomplished by direct reading of Scripture, Biblical preaching, Scriptural hymns, sensible prayers, truth-filled creeds, the Christ-instituted sacraments.  The admonitions to do this are numerous: “we preach Christ crucified. it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe” (1 Corinthians 1:18ff);”take eat, this is my body given for you, for the forgiveness of sins.” (Matthew 26:26); “Baptism doth now also save us. 

(1 Peter 3:21); “whosoever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them. (John 20:23).

But these activities do not occur in Modern Evangelical churches.  Emotion replaces God’s Word and is mistaken for the Holy Spirit.  The Law and Gospel are never properly distinguished.  The Sacraments are all but ignored, and so no clear message of condemnation or salvation is given.  Gathering for pious purposes deceives people and makes them feel as if they are receiving God’s blessing, but with no doctrine in evidence, and no body and blood of Christ present to feed the souls of men, as did the Apostles in Acts chapter two, the glory has departed.

So what do Evangelicals really believe, teach and confess?
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